
LETTER TO THE BISHOP 

 

 THIS IS ONLY A SAMPLE.   

 DO NOT JUST FILL IN THE BLANKS.   

 WRITE THE LETTER IN YOUR OWN WORDS. 

 Please TYPE your letter.  At the end, type your name, but sign (in pen) above it. 

 DUE DATES:   
o February 24, 2019 - DRAFT due to your Confirmation Mentor 
o March 24, 2019 - Final letter due to your Confirmation Mentor 

 
 

Structure of Letter: 
 

1. Date of Letter 
2. Greeting 
3. Paragraph 1 - Introduce yourself to the Bishop and request the Sacrament of 

Confirmation (you will be confirmed by Bishop Dorsonville; Most Reverend Mario 
Dorsonville) 

4. Paragraph 2 - Explain why you want to be confirmed 
5. Paragraph 3 - How have you prepared for the sacrament 
6. Paragraph 4 - Tell about your sponsor and why you chose him/her 
7. Paragraph 5 - Tell about your saint name and why you feel a kinship to this saint 
8. Paragraph 6 - Tell the Bishop how you plan to use the gifts God has given you to 

build up the Church, once you are confirmed. 
9. Paragraph 7 - Thank the Bishop for reading your letter. 

 
 
 
Next two pages: 

1. Sample of Letter format with suggestions 
2. Full completed sample letter 

 
 
Reminder:  Make this letter your own.  Do not just copy these. 



 
 

             Date 

 

Your Excellency, 
 

I, ___(your full name)______________________________, a member of Our Lady Help of 
Christians parish in Waldorf, Maryland, ask you, Most Reverend Mario Dorsonville, to confirm me as a 
full member of the Roman Catholic Church. 
 

I want to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation because... (think about your Confirmation 
lessons… what does this Sacrament mean to you? What does being Catholic mean to you?) 
 

I have prepared for the sacrament by... (your service, prayer [Mass, adoration, retreats,…], 
studies, discussions with sponsor and/or mentor, etc. – not just this year but over the years) 
 

I have chosen_______(sponsor’s name)____________to present me to you on the day of my 
Confirmation and to witness to my commitment.  I have made this choice because... (use what you 
learned by interviewing your sponsor… what is it about this person that draws you closer to Jesus and 
your Catholic Faith?) 
 

You will seal my commitment to Jesus and His Church by anointing me with oil and calling me 
by name.  The name I wish to be called at my Confirmation is__(your chosen Confirmation name).  I 
have chosen this name after Saint _(your chosen saint - be specific - St. Francis of Assisi or St. Francis de 
Sales, or …) because... (what you learned when you did your saint report that caused you to feel a bond 
with this particular saint, and why this name, this saint, is meaningful to you) 
 

I understand that when confirmed I will receive the fullness of the gifts of the Holy Spirit which 
I should use to help build up the Church.  I wish to use my gifts and share in the building up of the 
Church by... (how do you feel called to be a better disciple of Jesus Christ, to serve the Catholic Church? 
How do you plan to remain active at Our Lady Help of Christians Church?) 

 
Thank the Bishop for reading your letter. 

 
 

       Sincerely in Christ, 
 

                (sign name in ink) 
                typed name 

 
 

(see completed sample letter on next page, but only use these as guides) 
 



 
             February 17, 2019 

 

Your Excellency, 
 

I, Amso Smart, a member of Our Lady Help of Christians parish in Waldorf, Maryland, ask you, 
Most Reverend Mario Dorsonville, to confirm me as a full member of the Roman Catholic Church. 
 

I want to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation because I want to be a fully initiated Catholic 
and become more active as a disciple of Jesus Christ.  I know I need the gifts of the Holy Spirit, which I 
received in Baptism, to be strengthened so I can continue to grow in my faith and serve Jesus and His 
Church.   
 

I have prepared for the sacrament by attending Mass weekly, singing in the choir, and praying 
more frequently.  I also attended CCD classes, Edge (our Middle School Youth Group), and 
Confirmation workshops in which I learned how to find answers to some of my questions in both the 
Bible and the YouCat.  I also attended retreats in both years of Confirmation prep, both the 
Archdiocesan Youth Rallies and our NET Ministries Retreats. I especially enjoyed working with a 
mentor from our parish this year.  I’m glad I have this new friendship in my parish. 
 

I have chosen Sheso Kind to present me to you on the day of my Confirmation and to witness 
to my commitment.  I have made this choice because Mrs. Kind is a great example to me of how to live 
as a Catholic Christian.  She is always serving the Church and never without a smile.  What really 
impresses me is how prayerful Mrs. Kind is before she goes about her acts of service.  I know she will 
help me grow closer to Jesus for years to come. 
 

You will seal my commitment to Jesus and His Church by anointing me with oil and calling me 
by name.  The name I wish to be called at my Confirmation is John.  I have chosen this name after Saint 
John of the Cross because St. John wrote poetry and was imprisoned.  I, too, write poetry.  It helps me 
to draw closer to Christ.  I also know someone who was incarcerated for a little while, so I feel like I 
have a closeness to St. John of the Cross. 
 

I understand that when confirmed I will receive the fullness of the gifts of the Holy Spirit which 
I should use to help build up the Church.  I wish to use my gifts by continuing to sing in the choir at 
weekly Mass, and to write more poetry about Jesus.  Singing in the choir helps me feel like I belong in 
my parish and make a difference there.  I hope someday that my poetry will help bring other people to 
love Jesus. I also want to participate in LifeTeen, so I can stay close to Jesus and make new friends who 
share my Catholic Faith. 

 
Thank you for reading my letter, Your Excellency.  I look forward to meeting you on Friday, 

April 26, 2019 for the Sacrament of Confirmation. 
 
 

       Sincerely in Christ, 
 

               (sign name here in pen) 
 
                Amso Smart 
                 


