
OUR LADY HELP OF CHRISTIANS 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (CCD) PROGRAM 

Welcome!  We're thrilled to have you at Our Lady Help of Christians Catholic Church! 

Students transferring from another parish’s religious education program or from a 

Catholic school must supply the following when registering: 

• copy of baptismal certificate 

• documentation of prior religious education or Catholic school completion 

(report card or letter of verification) 

We realize that not every student is the same.  Students who enter the OLHOC program 

without having received the sacraments of initiation, and who are beyond the usual age 

for reception of these sacraments, may need additional formation. Likewise, those 

entering the program who have experienced gaps in their faith formation following the 

reception of the sacrament of Holy Communion. may also need additional formation. 

Therefore, OLHOC offers: 

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults Adapted for Children (RCIA-AC) - According to the 

policies of the Archdiocese of Washington, unbaptized children who have reached the 

age of reason (age 7/8) are prepared for Baptism, Confirmation, and First Communion 

through the RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) adapted for children. RCIA 

adapted for children is a journey of faith which culminates in the reception of the 

sacraments of initiation (Baptism, Confirmation, and Holy Communion). This journey 

typically encompasses at least two years. During this time the children attend special 

weekly classes during our first session (Sundays, 9:30-11:00 a.m.). After the reception 

of the sacraments of initiation, these children move into classes with their peers for 

continued faith formation. 

 

Remedial Assistance - To help bridge the gaps in faith formation we offer whatever 

assistance is necessary.  Although we strive to keep a student with his/her peers, 

sometimes we have to enroll a student with missed years of catechesis in a grade level 

or two earlier than the student's current grade level in school. Please be sure to discuss 

your situation with the Director of Religious Education. 

 
Again, welcome to OLHOC.  Please don't hesitate to contact us with questions: 301-
645-7112 or 240-435-2122 (español). 

 


