
November 18, 2018 

Giving Thanks to God Always For Everything 

and Everyone! 
Since we celebrated All Saints Day two weeks ago, we 

have begun to enter into the joyful and hectic two-month 

period preceding Christmas. This week, our entire     

country celebrates Thanksgiving Day. More and more 

people are taking the entire Thanksgiving week off (no 

longer 2 or 3 days) so that they can spend enough time 

traveling and meeting their relatives and friends. Shortly 

after Thanksgiving, we enter into the four weeks of    

Advent (First Sunday of Advent on December  2nd) 

ending with our (now) traditional novena of nine Masses 

before Christmas (beginning December 15). In this joy-

ful period of anticipation of the coming of baby Jesus, 

we have many opportunities to thank God for all the 

blessings He provides us every day of our  lives.       

Traditionally, most of us give special thanks to God on 

Thanksgiving Day (November  22, 2018).  

 

This year, I want to take this opportunity to reiterate to 

all of you my heartfelt appreciation for all your prayers 

and get-well notes as I was recover ing from open 

heart surgery. I will never forget the day Fr. Santiago 

came to see me and brought hundreds of your notes, let-

ters, including drawings, and best wishes from nearly 

every one of the children enrolled in our religious pro-

gram (over 300). I recall that after dinner on that very 

day, I opened all of them. You cannot imagine the joy 

that I felt in my heart. It may have taken me close to two 

hours to read all of them. I was not in a hurry. I could 

hear your voices and see your smiles. I could feel your 

genuine love. My eyes were filled with tears of joy. It 

was then an easy decision to display all the cards around 

my room. It became a constant reminder that I was not 

alone. It helped me to be more patient and to accept that 

it may take me many weeks before returning to the par-

ish. In the end, I had to wait nearly two and a half 

months! One of my best friends from Northern Mary-

land, Deacon Chester told me that “God was happy that I 

had to go through this major surgery, as it led so many 

people to pray together.” 

 

Since I returned to the parish (already six months ago!), 

many of you have kept praying for my full recovery. 

God has been good. He has given me the strength to    

continue to serve you. As some of you have noticed, I 

am still getting tired from time to time. This is God’s 

gentle way of reminding me that I still need to pace my-

self and slow down.  I have now fully completed all the 

recommended weeks of cardiac rehabilitation, but still 

need to keep exercising and watching my diet. My  

greatest joy has been to be with you in both good times 

and bad times, while being able to help those in most 

need. 

 

St. Paul has taught us that we should give thanks to God 

always for everything (Ephesians 5:20) and everyone (1 

Thessalonians 1:2). Everything we have comes from 

God! Any gift we receive from anyone is therefore 

from God.  

 

I would like to thank God for the great support I have  

received from our entire clergy (priest and deacons) and 

for all our staff. I am always amazed by the large number 

of volunteers (over 300) who make our parish vibrant 

with so many activities. I will not list all our volunteer 

groups as there are so many that I am afraid will forget to 

mention some of them. But I would like to thank God for 

providing us with so many talented and dedicated            

volunteers! They are truly the backbone of our  par-

ish. Pope Francis has described the parish as the family 

of families. OLHOC is truly a family of families 

where God gives us so many opportunities to participate 

in the building of His Kingdom. God’s home is our 

OLHOC home! Let us all thank God for that gift! 

 

I wish you all a most Blessed Thanksgiving Day with 

your own family and friends! I invite you also to come 

and pray with us: at 7 pm Mass on the day before 

Thanksgiving (with blessing of the food) or 9 am Mass 

on Thanksgiving Day. After thanking God at Mass, get 

ready for the joy of a great meal at home! Enjoy the    

turkeys and pumpkin pies around the same table! Show 

love around you! Keep smiling! 

 

As we continue celebrating the Year of the Holy Spirit, 

may I suggest that you pray to the Holy Spirit with your 

family. : “Come, Holy Spirit! Fill our hearts with the fire 

of your love! Come Holy Spirit, guide us, help us to 

show love to one another! Come Holy Spirit! Help us to 

have a most joyful Thanksgiving Day, giving thanks to 

God for everything we have! 

                                                   

                                                     One in Christ, 

                                          Fr. Alain 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                

 



 
 

OUR LADY’S LITTLE CHRISTIANS 

Preschool openings (3 and 4 year olds) at 
OLHOC!  Full and  
half-day programs.  We  
i n c l u d e  c h i l d r e n ’ s  
chapel services and many 
opportunities for family 
involvement!   

For more information 
send an email to preschool@olhoc.org or call 
the office and ask for Nieda, Preschool  
Director.   

************************************************* 

OLHOC Community Outreach  

The next Outreach Committee meeting is  
Wednesday, Dec. 5 at 7:00 pm in Fr. 

Alain‘s office.   New members and ideas 
are always welcome!   

Our next Shepherd’s Table will be on  
Dec. 20 at Good Shepherd Church on  
Smallwood Drive. 

We are in need of volunteers to help     
deliver Thanksgiving packages follow-
ing the 10 am Mass today (Nov. 18). 
Thank you in advance!! 

************************************************ 

 

 

The parish office will be closed Nov. 22 & 
23 for the Thanksgiving Holiday. CCD 

Classes will be held on Nov. 12. 

************************************************                      

Friday Faith & 
 Fellowship Group 

Join the group every 2nd Friday of the 
month for  

Movie Night, (Nov 10) 

and for bible study and music each 3rd, 4th, 
and occasional 5th Friday. 7:00 PM 

***********************************
Walk with Mary!! Saturday,  

December 1st! 

Contact Fr. Santiago or Marlen Coles if 

you are interested in attending. Bus transpor-

tation will be provided. Pilgrims will be walk-

ing from the Shrine of the Sacred Heart in DC 

to the Basilica. 

Thirty-Third  Sunday in Ordinary Time
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Religious Education  
Important Dates: 

Nov. 18-19* - Sacramental Prep/All 

Youth Night instead of CCD Classes 

(everything takes place on SUNDAY 

ONLY) 

Nov. 25/26 - NO Classes -Thanksgiving Holiday Break 

****************************************************************** 

*Attention Sacramental Preparation Families  (CCD and 

Catholic School Families):  Workshop dates for First Rec-

onciliation/Communion (10 am) and Confirmation Year 1 

and 2 (2:30pm):  Nov 18, Jan 27, Feb 24, Mar 24, & Apr 28. 
 

Questions?  Please contact Therese Thiedeman in the Parish Office.  

**************************************** 

FIAT: Children in Elementary  

EDGE: Middle School Youth   

Life Teen: High School Youth 

+++++++++++++ 

For most current Youth and Evangeliza-
tion events,  

please see our website: www.olhoc.org 

************************************************************** 

 

 

Keeping CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS 

Greeting Cards and Gifts   

The Knights of Columbus invite you to visit our  
Christmas card display in the parish Narthex Saturday and 

Sunday, Nov. 17-18 to see this year’s Keep Christ in 
Christmas selection of religious Christmas cards.  All pro-

ceeds from this year's Christmas sale will benefit our  
Seminarian, Leon Gilmore, and the Council’s charities.   

Council members will have product brochures upon request 
and will be ready to help you with your Christmas card selec-
tions and/or keepsake Christmas ornaments orders!  Share 

Christ this Christmas by giving your special friends and loved 
ones a beautiful religious card or keepsake ornament. 

************************************************************** 

Your Church; the Lord’s House       

Continue to please respect your church, the Lord’s house, and 
refrain from taking any food or beverage into the Church.   If 

children need food or beverages, please 
use the cry room.  

 

********* 

Please care for your  
building investment by not walking on 

kneelers or using them as foot rests.    

X 



                                                              Prayer Requests  

 We are asked to pray for: Sheryl Carter, Alex Leon, Sharketer Butler, Chloe,   

Daniel Carpenter, III, Harris Family, Dennis Wick, Richard Dunham,  

Edward Krevey, Scott Anderson, Rebecca “Tess” Franch, Connie Miller,  

Russell Dickens, Fr. Pittman, Christopher Berger, Margaret Reeves, Bonnie 

Croston, Melody Hudson, Dennis Forgash, Thomas Kennane, Joseph Albrittain, 

Lam Family, Darren Williams, Mary Delores Proctor, Pat Fisher, Antonio Torres, 

Chris Goldhammer, Trinidad Mercedes Santos, Shirley & Jerry Barrett, June 

Swann, Elsy Canare, Martone Family, Maria Mora, Nadia Toledo, Cielo Quintero, 

Zynae Green Family, Anthony Rodriguez, James Thompson, Doris Chesley, and all 

our military and civilians serving in harm’s way. 

Condolences to the family and friends of Christine Proctor and Fr. Joseph Kleinstuber. 

*Names will remain on our list for 3 months. Please call the parish office to re-request a name after 3 months or 

to remove a name when the person has regained health. 

  

                                      Mass Intentions this Week 

Saturday, November 17, 9:00 AM:  Anacleto & Graciela Muralles (+) 

Saturday, November 17, 5:00 PM: Charles Gallagher(+) 

Sunday, November 18, 8:30 AM: Dolly Fitzpatrick(+) 

Sunday, November 18, 10:00 AM: Rudolph Tan (+) 

Sunday, November 18, 11:30 AM: OLHOC Parishioners 

Sunday, November 18, 4:00 PM: Clare Coles 

Sunday, November 18, 7:00 PM: Juan Rivera (+) 

Monday, November 19, 9:00 AM: Yeresik Family 

Tuesday, November 20, 9:00 AM: Dan Stoltz (+) 

Wednesday, November 21, 9:00 AM:  Geraldine Daly (+) 

Wednesday, November 21, 7:00 PM: Victor & Ines Padilla (+) 

Thursday, November 22, 9:00 AM: John Quirk, Sr.(+) 

Friday, November 23, 9:00 AM: Daria Moon 

 

Mass Readings for November 25 , 2018 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 

*First Reading  

 Daniel 7: 13-14 

*Second Reading  

Revelation 1: 5-8 

*Gospel 

Mark 11:   9-10 

www.usccb.org 

 

The Divine Mercy Ministry 
 invites us all to come and pray 

the chaplet each  
1st Saturday at 3:00 PM.  

Come to the next chaplet on  
December 1 

******************** 

French Mass Schedule 

Through the end of the year, the Sunday 1:00 PM 
French Mass will occur on 2nd Sunday only: 

December 9 

Last day for Baby Bottles! 
 

Baby Bottle Boomerang supports the Catherine Foundation  - Fill with your spare 

change and return to a staff member, usher, or the church office by November 18.   

 

 



 

 

2018 Advent at Our Lady Help of Christians 

 December 15 - 23— Christmas Novena Masses   

The Novena will begin with the 9:00 AM Mass on Saturday, December 15th!  December 16  through  

December 21—Masses at 7:00 PM.  Saturday,    December 22, Mass at 9:00 AM. 

                      The Novena will conclude on  Sunday, December 23, with the Mass at 7:00 PM. 

 
          Dec. 16-23-Christmas Posadas (Reenactment of Mary & Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem) 

Join group caroling and praising starting at 6:30  PM, Sunday , Dec. 16th.  The first night of praise and  

reenactment (Dec. 16) will take place in our church.  The following nights (Dec. 17-22) will take place in 

 volunteer homes.   The last night of the Posadas  (Dec. 23) will take place at OLHOC at 6:30 PM. Groups  

are forming now to reenact the nights of journeys.  Don’t miss out!   

Please contact Maria Lam, Office Assistant, at 301-645-7112 or email the office at office@olhoc.org , to  

join a group or host in your home! 

 

More information to follow! 

 

Poinsettia sales coming soon!   
 

 

www.FaithDirect.net 

Faith Direct provides our  

parishioners with the ability to give 

electronically.  To simplify your 

Sunday mornings, visit Faith Direct 

and consider enrolling using our 

parish code: MD614.  Applications can also be found 

in the narthex. Thank you for your kind donations and 

to all those already enrolled in this cost effective  

measure for our church. 

                Social Hall Under Renovation 

The Social Hall is closed while under construction.  The  

kitchen remains available.  We strive to be finished by 

year end. Dick Potter, OLHOC Project Manager’s 

update: Demolition work complete. Concrete for 3 

new steel column footers poured. Work continues on 

ceiling ductwork moves and relocating ceiling light fix-

tures. 

If you have any questions regarding this  

important Capital Campaign step, please contact the 

office at 301-645-7112. Concerns will be forwarded to 

the Project Manager.  


